GERMANY'S 'NEW ORDER*
the great industrial centre and the only armament
centre of Europe; it serves an incidental purpose
by increasing Europe's self-sufficiency in foodstuffs
and lessening the need to import from the Americas
in particular. More important, it will serve in-
directly to increase Germany's own supply of im-
ported labour. At present there are over 1-4
million foreigners working in Germany, exclusive
of prisoners of war. About a million Poles (mainly
prisoners) have been forcibly conscripted, and work
under conditions far worse than those of the average
slave of the classical age. All kinds of inducements
and threats are employed to attract Voluntary'
labour from the other occupied territories, where
Germany has to keep up appearances. In Holland
the unemployed who refuse to take work in Ger-
many when it is offered to them are not entitled to
any unemployment benefit. This redistribution of
labour is at present, as the Germans are never tired
of pointing out, some kind of solution of the un-
employment problem which the German war has
forced upon the occupied territories. But the
gradual de-industrialization of the occupied terri-
tories will create a permanent unemployment prob-
lem for them; and the forced redistribution of
labour, which Germany needs, is intended as a
Eermanent solution for this problem. The point
as been made explicitly by Dr. Stothfang, of the
German Ministry of Labour: 'Germany, owing to
Its central position in the New European Order,
will continue to attract foreign labour reserves . . .
especially as a continuous shortage of German
workers is to be expected. The foreign countries,
on the other hand, mainly of an agricultural char- *
acter, have large population surpluses which will
20